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And so we have Martha coming to Jesus and saying “Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have died.” And later on in this same scene from St. John’s Gospel, part of which we did not read today, Mary says the same thing to Jesus.


And we wonder, how did Martha and Mary say this? Because Martha and Mary, and their brother Lazarus were personal friends of Jesus, and because they fully understood who He was, we wonder:


were Martha and Mary angry?


was their tone one of despair?

or did they simply make a statement to Jesus out of deep sorrow?


None of the above would be considered unusual because when tragedy and death strike, many people want to know why?

And since it is not always easy to know who can answer our questions, we ask God.


Some ask: how could God allow this to happen to me? Or even: why did God do this to me? These questions are also not unusual.


No matter how well we think we understand life; no matter how much we think we know about God and our relationship with Him, death and tragedy continue to throw us into great confusion. We just don’t get it!
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Even though we believe that we will enjoy eternal life after our death – and certainly Martha and Mary knew this – we still want to cling to the gift of earthly life which God has given us. So, we experience mixed emotions. We experience what St. Augustine refers to as the great contradiction. We question God. We seek comfort – and others wish to comfort us.


Again, further on in another section of this Gospel which we did not read, we learn that when Jesus came to Mary and saw her weeping over the death of Lazarus, along with those who were comforting her, He also wept. Jesus wept.


All wept! Why? Because to weep at death and tragedy is part of the way God made us. We suffer as humans as we await the eternal life we will share with God.


And while we wait, we experience a contradiction in our attitude. On the one hand, we do not want to die; above all, those who love us do not want us to die. Yet, on the other hand, neither do we want to continue living indefinitely – the earth was not created with that in view, according to our Holy Father Benedict XVI. And, we long to be with God.


So how do we endure this suffering? And then, how do we go on living the life God gave us, to which we cling so strongly? I suggest we do so through our faith in God.


Martha illustrates this for us; after she tells Jesus that her brother would not have died had He been there, she goes on to say “...even now I know that whatever you ask of God, He will give you.”
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Jesus responds by saying that her brother Lazarus would rise. This is obviously what Martha was hoping to hear because of her faith in Jesus.


Her strong faith further prompts her to say “I know he will rise on the last day.” She further says that she has come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God.


So all will be well for Martha and Mary as Jesus proceeds to raise Lazarus from the dead. He has the stone taken away from the tomb. Martha worries – Lazarus has been in the tomb for four days.


But Jesus says: “Did I not tell you that if you believe you will see the glory of God?” And that’s the point: Martha and Mary believe, and so Lazarus is raised from the dead! They have seen the glory of God.


And the miracle of Lazarus’ raising gives us all hope because God is the foundation of hope. Our faith in Him gives us the hope which allows us to persevere day by day in a world which by its very nature is imperfect.


Everything we have learned and heard about Martha and Mary is the Word of God as presented to us by St. John. The difficult task for us, is, of course, to see if we can apply this to our own lives, because we say we believe the Word of God.


Does the story of Martha, Mary, and Lazarus apply to Rose, Anna, Francis, Jeanette, and Salvatore? Can we make a go of it as we struggle to understand the tragedy we share?

-4-


Yes! Because the manner in which the Kane and Urbano

families lived their lives was a clear demonstration of their deeply held faith and hope in Jesus Christ. Rose and Anna, whom I knew the best, were in this Church seven days a week, at Mass, and at “work” in so many parish ministries and activities.


Their lives and the lives of their families were living examples of faith in action. Their belief in the way of life to be lived in Jesus Christ serves us well. We see for ourselves through the Kane and Urbano families that life in the modern world can indeed be lived in the Catholic way.


The Pope teaches us that all serious and upright human conduct is hope in action; and there is no hope without faith. That is what we learn from Rose, Anna, Francis, Jeanette, and Salvatore.


So...were Jesus to walk down the aisle of this church today, would we say to Him, if you were here, the Kane sisters and Francis and Salvatore would not have died? And how would we say it? What would be our tone?


We each in our own way love these five people; and we want to be with them. But, by loving someone, we allow a source of suffering to enter into our lives. We must no longer just live for ourselves – we must live for the persons we love, too, for otherwise our motivation becomes selfishness and thereby ceases to be love.
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And that means that just as we share in the joys of the ones we love, we share their sorrows. This is where love involves suffering. Furthermore, our faith in God means we are open to the truth – the truth and hope of life eternal. The truth about life eternal is that some of the people we love will experience it before we do.


That, of course, stands in contradiction to our personal comfort and well-being – the contradiction St. Augustine refers to.  Rose, Anna, Francis, Jeanette, and Salvatore – people we love – have arrived at eternal life before us.


They go before us – which means they are leading us. Their lives of faith give us hope so that we too can say, as Martha did, that we know that Rose, Anna, Francis, Jeanette and Salvatore will rise again on the last day.


And when they do, they will rest in the bosom of the Lord. Our faith tells us we will join them one day, and be with the ones we love – and with Him, whom we love above all! 

